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Vocabulary  



The ______________ between 
the theory and practice of 

government often results in 
problems for society.  



Although some feel that many 
questions investigated by cognitive 

scientists are so specific and 
narrow that they are 

______________, I am convinced 
that their answers will all prove 

important someday.  



The ______________ of that 
misbehaving child renders her 

mother quite frustrated at times.  



“While the freshman class is 
______________ composed of 
students interested in political 

science, I am certain that you will 
be able to find someone else who 

enjoys studying visual art,” the 
dean said to me.  



Decentralized politics, an 
overstretched military, brain-

diseased emperors, perhaps lead-
poisoned citizens—such abject 

conditions would cause nearly any 
empire to ______________.   

  



I consider the good weather on our 
wedding day a(n) ______________ 
for our future happiness together.  

  



While the canal running through the 
Tsinghua University gardens used 
to be romantic and beautiful, the 

water within is now 
______________, still, and noisome 

(smelly).  

  



“Enough of your empty 
______________,” she snapped; “I 
really don’t think I’m that good at 

playing piano.”  



My father is usually a pretty nice guy, 
but when he gets angry, he can 

become downright 
______________.  



It was not until missionaries began 
to ______________ the teachings of 
Christianity throughout Asia that 

South Koreans started to convert to 
Roman Catholicism in fairly 

significant numbers.  



While the teachings of the Indian 
sutras seem at first inaccessible and 

______________, with just a little 
bit of effort and time, they become 

much easier to understand.   



While his constant negative attitude 
______________ his progress a bit, 
he still managed to learn a lot of 

Swahili in just a short time.  



She eats truffles, imported chocolate, and shark-
fin soup for breakfast, drives a gold-plated 

sports car, wears diamond-studded suits and 
ermine furs even in the summer, and gets a 

professional Turkish massage every weekend. 
With such ______________ habits, how can she 

ever hope to save money?  

 



As the world slowly moves from a 
unipolar to multipolar balance of 
power, it is important that we do 
not simply replace one arbitrary 
______________ with another.  

 



The ______________ of the concepts 
“sex” and “gender” is offensive to 
some who feel that the two terms 

describe entirely different concepts, 
the former biological and the latter 

socially constructed.  

 



Grammar and Formatting 















• Where is the thesis? 

 

• Weak evidence in first two paragraphs 

 

• No evidence in third paragraph 

  

• Internal contradictions in logic 

  

• Imbalanced argument  









~9,000 miles 

~3,000 miles 











MIHRAE Part II  

Longer 
research 

papers every 
two weeks 

No longer 
topically 
oriented  

Use of 
outside 
sources 

expected and 
emphasized    















Depersonalization 

Instrumentalization 

Removing Intent  

Restricting Freedom 

Narrowing the Picture 

Expanding the Picture  



Treating the subject as an archetyped member of a 

well-defined group (proletariat, merchants, human 

beings) instead of as an individual.  

 

Example:  

 

“Under the pressures of Saddam Hussein threatening 

America’s safety under his father’s rule in the early 

1990’s, George W. Bush did what any son would have 

done: revenged himself.”  

 



Treating the subject as the tool of group projects or 

cultural tendencies, acting in the interests of others 

but not necessarily themselves.  

 

Example:  

 

“Acting in France in accordance with the modernizing 

spirit of his European peers following the Peace of 

Westphalia, Louis XIV also made great inroads to 

ushering in the age of modern nation-states.”  



Using historical evidence to conclude that a subject 

did not intend or plan certain historically significant 

consequences of his or her actions 

 

Example:  

 

“While Mao Zedong was certainly aiming for radical 

societal upheaval with the pronouncements that 

eventually led to the Cultural Revolution, he never 

anticipated that the movement would grow so 

violent.”  



Citing circumstantial reasons for a subject’s failure 

to achieve an intended goal.  

 

Example: 

 

“Napoleon would probably have extended the 

French Empire from the Atlantic to East Asia were it 

not for his failed invasion of Russia in the winter of 

1812. The weather was too cold and the troops 

simply too tired for the maneuver to be successful. ”  



Discussing historical events with a temporal, spatial, or 

conceptual focus so narrow that it omits evidence 

supporting the subject’s agency over a particular event.  

 

Example: 

 

 “Adolf Hitler never intended for Auschwitz to become 

the killing factory that it ended up becoming.”   

 

(But an examination of Hitler’s larger intentions shows 

that he still sought the extermination of as many Jewish 

individuals as possible).  



Treating the results of a subject’s actions as one 

piece in a larger historical puzzle that tells a 

complete story over the long term.  

 

Example:  

 

“By laying the framework for a Communist Russia, 

Lenin and Stalin simply fulfilled the Marxist 

prophecy that all societies must eventually put the 

means of production into the hands of their 

workers.”  



1. Analyze the use of ONE of Pomper’s methods of deemphasizing 

the individual in a secondary source on one of the following topics:  

 

The Russian Revolution (individual: Josef Stalin) 

The Holocaust (individual: Adolf Hitler) 

The Establishment of the French Empire (individual: Napoleon 

Bonaparte)  

The Cultural Revolution (individual: Mao Zedong)  

 

2. Draw from at least three different outside sources (at least one 

must be a primary source) to critique the validity of the method as 

applied to this personage. 

 

Your final essay must be between 1200 and 1500 words.   


